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Tom Boellstorff, Curriculum Vitæ (July 2009)  
 
Professor, Department of Anthropology 
3151 Social Science Plaza, University of California, Irvine, CA 92697-5100 
Voice: (949) 824-9944 | Fax: (949) 824-4717 | Email: tboellst@uci.edu 
 

Education 
2000 Stanford University Ph.D., Anthropology 
1996 Stanford University M.A., Anthropology 
1991 Stanford University B.A., Linguistics and Music 
1993 Advanced Indonesian Institute       Language study in Makassar, Indonesia 
1992 University of California, Berkeley Graduate work in Department of Linguistics 
1989 Stanford Program in Berlin Undergraduate study abroad 

 
2007–   Editor-in-Chief, American Anthropologist  
 
2007–  Member, International Advisory Board, Intersections: Gender and Sexuality in Asia and the 

Pacific 
 

Academic Appointments 
2009– Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Irvine 
 
2006–09 Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Irvine 
 
2002–06 Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Irvine 
 
Jan–May Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Cultural Anthropology, Duke  
2002 University 
 
July–Nov Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Anthropology, Research School of Pacific and 
2001 Asian Studies, Australian National University 
 
2000–01 Instructor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Irvine 
 
Spr 2000 Instructor, Department of Anthropology and Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 

University of California, Los Angeles 
 
Fall 1999 Instructor, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Stanford University  
 
Fall 1998 Instructor, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Stanford University 
 
1989–90 Research Assistant, Professor Joseph Greenberg, Stanford University 
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Publications—published or in press 
Books 
B3. 2008 Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human. 

Princeton University Press. 
 
B2. 2007 A Coincidence of Desires: Anthropology, Queer Studies, Indonesia. Duke 

University Press. 
   
B1. 2005 The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia. Princeton University 

Press. 
   
Peer-reviewed journal articles 
J18. 2009 Figures of Indonesian Modernity. With Joshua Barker, Johan Lindquist, Chris 

Brown, Aryo Danusiri, Dadi Darmadi, Sheri Gibbings, Jesse Grayman, James 
Hoesterey, Carla Jones, Doreen Lee, Daromir Rudnyckyj, Rachel Silvey, and 
Karen Strassler. Indonesia 87:35–72. 

 
J17. 2009 Nuri’s Testimony: HIV/AIDS in Indonesia and Bare Knowledge. American 

Ethnologist 36(2):351–63. 
 
J16. 2009 Method and the Virtual: Anecdote, Analogy, Culture. Journal of Virtual Worlds 

Research 1(3):4–7. 
 
J15. 2007 When Marriage Falls: Queer Coincidences in Straight Time. GLQ: A Journal of 

Gay and Lesbian Studies 13(2/3):227–48. 
 
J14. 2006     From West Indies to East Indies: Archipelagic Interchanges. Anthropological 

Forum 16(3):229–40. 
 
J13. 2006     East Indies/West Indies: Comparative Archipelagoes. With David Murray and 

Kathryn Robinson. Anthropological Forum 16(3):219–27.  
 
J12. 2006 Gay and Lesbian Indonesians and the Idea of the Nation. Social Analysis 

50(1):158–63. 
 
J11. 2006 A Ludicrous Discipline? Ethnography and Game Studies. Games and Culture 

1(1):29–35. 
 
J10. 2005 Between Religion and Desire: Being Muslim and Gay in Indonesia. American 

Anthropologist 107(4):575–85. 
    
J9. 2004 Playing Back the Nation: Waria, Indonesian Transvestites. Cultural Anthropology 

19(2):159–95. 
 
J8. 2004 Bodies of Emotion: Rethinking Culture and Emotion through Southeast Asia. With 

Johan Lindquist. Ethnos 69(4):437–44. 
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J7. 2004  The Emergence of Political Homophobia in Indonesia: Masculinity and National 
Belonging. Ethnos 69(4):465–86.  

 
J6. 2004 Gay Language and Indonesia: Registering Belonging. Journal of Linguistic 

Anthropology 14(2):248–68. 
 
J5. 2003 Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World. American Ethnologist 30(2):225–42. 
 
J4. 2003 Zines and Zones of Desire: Mass Mediated Love, National Romance, and Sexual 

Citizenship in Gay Indonesia. Journal of Asian Studies 63(2):367–402.  
 
J3. 2002  Ethnolocality. The Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology (formerly Canberra 

Anthropology, in continuous publication since 1977) 3(1):24–48. 
 
J2. 2000 A New Archipelago Concept for the Era of Reform? Antropologi Indonesia (the 

flagship anthropology journal in Indonesia), 63:109–16 (published in English). 
 
J1.  1999   The Perfect Path: Gay Men, Marriage, Indonesia. GLQ: A Journal of Gay and 

Lesbian Studies 5(4):475–510. 
 
Peer-reviewed book chapters 
C4. 2004 “Authentic, of Course!”: Gay Language in Indonesia and Cultures of Belonging. In 

Speaking in Queer Tongues: Globalization and Gay Language. William L. Leap 
and Tom Boellstorff, editors. Pp. 181–210. University of Illinois Press. 

 
C3. 2004 Introduction: Language, Globalization and “New” Articulations of Same-Sex 

Desire. With William L. Leap. In Speaking in Queer Tongues: Globalization and 
Gay Language. William L. Leap and Tom Boellstorff, editors. Pp. 1–21. University 
of Illinois Press. 

 
C2. 2003 I Knew It Was Me: Mass Media, Mass Media, “Globalization,” and Lesbian and 

Gay Indonesians. In Mobile Cultures: Mass Media and Queer Asia. Audrey Yue, 
Fran Martin and Chris Berry, editors. Pp. 21–51. Duke University Press. 

   
C1.  2002 Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities, National Belonging, and the New Indonesia. In  

 Women in Indonesia: Gender, Equity and Development. Kathryn Robinson and 
Sharon Bessel, editors. Pp. 92–99. Singapore: Institute for Southeast Asia Studies 
Press. 

 
Edited books or special journal issues 
EB3. 2006  Tom Boellstorff, Kathryn Robinson, and David Murray, editors. East Indies/West 

Indies: Comparative Archipelagos. Theme issue of Anthropological Forum (16:3).  
 
EB2. 2004 Tom Boellstorff and Johan Lindquist, editors. Bodies of Emotion: Rethinking 

Culture and Emotion through Southeast Asia. Theme Issue of Ethnos (69:4).  
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EB1. 2004 William L. Leap and Tom Boellstorff, editors. Speaking in Queer Tongues: 
Globalization and Gay Language. University of Illinois Press.  

 
Reprints 
RP7. 2007 Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World (reprint of J5). In The Anthropology of Globalization, 
Second Edition. Pp. 303–333. Jonathan Xavier Inda and Renato Rosaldo, editors. 
Blackwell. 

 
RP6. 2007  Gay dan Lesbian Indonesia dan Gagasan Nasionalisme (reprint of J12). 

Antropologi Indonesia (the flagship anthropology journal in Indonesia) 30(1):1–6 
(published in Indonesian). 

 
RP5. 2006 Gay and Lesbian Indonesians, and the Idea of the Nation (reprint of J12). In 

Identifying with Freedom: Indonesia after Suharto. Tony Day, editor. Pp. 19–27. 
Berghahn Books. 

   
RP4. 2008 Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World (reprint of J5). In Cosmopatriots: Globalization, 
Patriotism, and Cosmopolitanism in Contemporary Asian Culture. Jeroen de Kloet 
and Edwin Jurriëns, editors. Pp. 41–73. Rodopi. 

 
RP3. 2009 The Emergence of Political Homophobia in Indonesia: Masculinity and National 

Belonging (reprint of J7). In Homophobias: Lust and Loathing across Time and 
Space. David Murray, editor. Duke University Press. 

 
RP2. 2002 The Perfect Path: Gay Men, Marriage, Indonesia (reprint of J1). In Queer 

Studies: an Interdisciplinary Reader. Robert Corber and Steve Valocchi, editors. 
Pp. 218–36. Blackwell. 

 
RP1. 2001 The Perfect Path: Gay Men, Marriage, Indonesia (reprint of J1). In Postcolonial 

and Queer Theories: Intersections and Essays. John C. Hawley, editor. Pp. 19–46. 
Greenwood Press. 

 
Review essays and afterwords 
RV5. 2008 Crafty Knowledges. PoLAR: The Political and Legal Anthropology Review 

31(1):96–101. 
   
RV4. 2007 Queer Studies in the House of Anthropology. Annual Review of Anthropology 

36:1–19. 
 
RV3. 2006 Domesticating Islam: Sexuality, Gender, and the Limits of Pluralism. Law and 

Social Inquiry 31(4):1035–53. 
 
RV2. 2006 Queer Studies under Ethnography’s Sign. GLQ: A Journal of Gay and Lesbian 

Studies 12(4):627–39. 
 
RV1. 1997 Queer Science Indeed. With Lawrence Cohen. Scientific American 277(4):113–15. 
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Book reviews 
BR12. 2008 Will to Live: AIDS Therapies and the Politics of Survival. Journal of 

Anthropological Research 64(4):324–26. 
 
BR11. 2008 Queer Trajectories of the Postcolonial (review of African Intimacies: Race, 

Homosexuality, and Globalization). Postcolonial Studies 11(1):113–17. 
 
BR10. 2007 The Language and Sexuality Reader. Anthropological Forum 17(2):197–98. 
 
BR9. 2006 Cultural Travel and Migrancy: The Artistic Representation of Globalization in the 

Electronic Media of West Java. American Anthropologist 108(4):881–82. 
 
BR8. 2005 Fantasy-Production: Sexual Economies and Other Philippine Consequences for 

the New World Order. Journal of Asian Studies 64(3):804–05. 
 
BR7. 2006 Death of the Father: An Anthropology of the End in Political Authority. POLAR 

(Political and Legal Anthropology Review) 29(1):151–53. 
 
BR6. 2006 Remembering Anthropology’s Sexuality (review of Irregular Connections: A 

History of Anthropology of Sexuality). Current Anthropology 47(2):397–98. 
 
BR5. 2005 Framing Indonesian Realities: Essays in Symbolic Anthropology in Honour of 

Reimar Schefold. American Anthropologist 107(3):537–38. 
 
BR4. 2005 Out in Theory: The Emergence of Lesbian and Gay Anthropology. American 

Anthropologist 107(1):155–56. 
 
BR3. 2003 The Politics of Multiculturalism: Pluralism and Citizenship in Malaysia, Singapore, 

and Indonesia. American Anthropologist 105(2):422–23. 
 
BR2. 2001 Genders and Sexualities in Modern Thailand. American Ethnologist 28(2):492–93. 
 
BR1. 2000 From Beijing to Port Moresby. POLAR (Political and Legal Anthropology 

Review) 23(1):176–79. 
 
Policy reports 
PR1. 2001 HIV, Sexuality, and Gender in the Pacific and Asia: Observations from the Sixth 

International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific. Chief Rapporteur’s 
Report from the Sixth International Conference on AIDS in the Asia and Pacific, 
Melbourne, Australia, 10 October. 

 
Other publications 
O29. 2009 Review. American Anthropologist 111(2):131–133. 
 
O28. 2009 Access. American Anthropologist 111(1):1–4. 
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O27. 2009 Endorsement for Dreaming the Family: Gay Men and Fatherhood in America 
(Ellen Lewin; University of Chicago Press). 

 
O26. 2009 Virtual Worlds and Futures of Anthropology. AnthroNotes, the Museum of 

Natural History Publication for Educators 30(1):1–5. 
 
O25. 2009 Experimenting with Virtual Worlds: The Phantom Rebuttal. Published on the 

Virtual Cultures blog, Sunday, March 8, 2009 
(http://virtualcultures.typepad.com/virtualcultures/2009/03/experimenting-with-
virtual-worlds-the-phantom-rebuttal.html). 

 
O24. 2008 Endorsement for Out in Public: Reinventing Lesbian/Gay Anthropology in a 

Globalizing World (Ellen Lewin and William L. Leap, ed.; Blackwell Publishing). 
 
O23. 2008 Anthropology of/in Circulation: The Future of Open Access and Scholarly 

Societies. With Christopher M. Kelty, Michael M. J. Fischer, Alex “Rex” Golub, 
Jason Baird Jackson, Kimberly Christen, and Michael F. Brown. Cultural 
Anthropology 23(3):559–88. 

 
O22. 2008 Ethnographic Methods and Virtual Worlds: Notes Toward a Typology. Published 

on the Savage Minds blog, Monday, August 4, 2008 
(http://savageminds.org/2008/08/04/ethnographic-methods-and-virtual-worlds-
notes-towards-a-typology/). 

 
O21. 2008 Acceptance and Rejection. American Anthropologist 110(4):409–11. 
 
O20. 2008 Endorsement for Human Rights in Asia: A Reassessment of the Asian Values 

Debate (Damien Kingsbury and Leena Avonius, ed.; Palgrave Macmillan). 
 
O19. 2008 Endorsement for The Anxieties of Mobility: Migration and Tourism in the 

Indonesian Borderlands (Johan Lindquist; University of Hawai’i Press).  
 
O18. 2008 How to Get an Article Accepted at American Anthropologist (or Anywhere). 

American Anthropologist 110(3):281–83. 
 
O17. 2008 The Page 99 Test: Coming of Age in Second Life. First posted 17 May, at 

<http://page99test.blogspot.com/2008/05/tom-boellstorffs-coming-of-age-in.html>. 
 
O16. 2008 Intersections and Conversations. American Anthropologist 110(2):169–70. 
 
O15. 2008 Ethnography. The Video Game Theory Reader 2, pp. 348–49. Bernard Perron 

and Mark J.P. Wolf, editors. London: Routledge. 
 
O14. 2008 Anthropology. The Video Game Theory Reader 2, pp. 332–33. Bernard Perron 

and Mark J.P. Wolf, editors. London: Routledge. 
 
O13. 2008 Anthropological Innovations. American Anthropologist 110(1):1–3. 
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O12. 2006 Fashion in HIV Prevention and Public Anthropology. Anthropology News 
47(8):3–4. 

 
O11. 2006 Commentary on Michael G. Peletz Article. Current Anthropology 47(2):326–27. 
 
O10. 2006  Tomboy, Southeast Asia. International Encyclopedia of Queer Culture: Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Contemporary Cultures, pp. 565–66. David A. 
Gerstner, General Editor. London: Routledge. 

 
O9. 2006  Oetomo, Dédé. International Encyclopedia of Queer Culture: Gay, Lesbian, 

Bisexual and Transgender Contemporary Cultures, pp. 437. David A. Gerstner, 
General Editor. London: Routledge. 

 
O8. 2006  Indonesia, Sexual Cultures. International Encyclopedia of Queer Culture: Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Contemporary Cultures, pp. 300–302. David 
A. Gerstner, General Editor. London: Routledge. 

 
O7. 2005  Indonesia. www.glbtq.com: the Online Encyclopedia of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 

Transgender, and Queer culture and History. Claude J. Summers, General Editor. 
 
O6. 2005 Diagnosing Difference: Anthropology’s Heteronormativity. American Ethnologist 

32(1):37–38. 
 
O5. 2004 Comments included in “In this Issue.” Journal of Asian Studies 63(2):299–304. 
 
O4. 2000  Anthropology. Encyclopedia of Homosexuality, Volume 2: Gay Histories and 

Cultures, pp. 56–60. George Haggerty, ed. London: Routledge. 
 
O3. 2000 Indonesia. Encyclopedia of Homosexuality, Volume 2: Gay Histories and Cultures, 

pp. 468–70. Tom Boellstorff and D. Yatim. George Haggerty, ed. London: 
Routledge. 

   
O2. 2000  Award Statement for Benedict Prize Committee. Anthropology News 41(5):77. 
 
O1. 1999 A Geography of The “Gay World” in Indonesia: Conjunctions of Capital, State, 

and Method. Anthropology News 40(3):55. 
 
Other publications in Indonesian 
OI8. 2008 “Foreword” to Jadi, Kau Tak Merasa Bersalah!? Studi Kasus Diskriminasi dan 

Kekerasan Terhadap LGBTI [So, You Don’t Feel Wrong!? Case Studies of 
Discrimination and Violence Toward LGBTI People]. Ariyanto and Rido Triawan, 
authors. Pp. 8–9. Jakarta: Arus Pelangi and the Tifa Foundation. 

 
OI7. 2004 Positif atau Negatif kah? [Is It Positive or Negative?]. GAYa Nusantara 117:31–

33. 
 
OI6. 2002 Seluk-beluk HIV/AIDS [All About HIV/AIDS]. Booklet distributed to 

nongovernmental organizations in Indonesia involved in HIV prevention. 
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OI5. 2001 Kenalilah Yayasan Gaya Celebes [Introducing the Gaya Celebes Foundation], 

part 2. GAYa Nusantara 78:39–44. 
   
OI4. 2000 Kenalilah Yayasan Gaya Celebes [Introducing the Gaya Celebes Foundation], 

part 1. GAYa Nusantara 77:43–48. 
 
OI3. 2000  Seksualitas dan Genetika [Sexuality and Genetics]. GAYa Nusantara 73:23–27. 
 
OI2. 1997 Homoseksualitas dan Alkitab: Kabar Buruk atau Kabar Baik? [Homosexuality and 

the Bible: Good or Bad News?]. GAYa Nusantara 53:31–36. 
 
OI1. 1997 Book Review of “Apakah Orang-Orang Wawea Itu?” [What Are Wawea 

People?]. GAYa Nusantara 52:21–23. 
 

Academic Grants, Awards, Honors, and Conferences Organized 
2009 Center for Global Peace and Conflict Studies (University of California, Irvine) 

Research Support Grant. 
 
2009 Center for Asian Studies (University of California, Irvine) Faculty Research Support 

Grant. 
 
2009 Dorothy Lee Award for Outstanding Scholarship in the Ecology of Culture (for 

Coming of Age in Second Life (B3)), Media Ecology Association. 
 
2008 Honorable Mention, 2008 PROSE Award for Excellence in Media and Cultural 

Studies (for Coming of Age in Second Life (B3)), Association of American Publishers. 
 
2008 Co-organizer, “Cultures of Virtual Worlds” conference, held at the University of 

California, Irvine. Sponsored by Intel Research, the Intel Digital Home Group, the 
Department of Anthropology at UC Irvine, and the Center for Ethnography at UC 
Irvine. Tom Boellstorff and Maria Bezaitis, organizers. 25–26 April. 

 
2006 American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Fellowship. 
 
2006 Academic Senate Council on Research, Computing, and Library Resources 

(University of California, Irvine) Multi-Investigator Faculty Research Grant for “A 
Multi-Disciplinary Approach to Computer Games: Understanding the State of the 
Art in Academic Computer Game Research” (co-investigators: Bill Tomlinson 
(Informatics/ Drama), Peter Krapp (Film and Media Studies), Falko Kuester 
(Electrical Engineering), Bonnie Nardi (Informatics), Robert Nideffer (Studio Art), 
Patricia Seed (History), and Mark Warschauer (Education), all University of 
California, Irvine). 

 
2006 Center for Asian Studies (University of California, Irvine) Research Support Grant 

for “Epidemic Cultures in the Asia Region: Toward a Comparative Ethnography of 
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Emerging Epidemics” (co-investigator: Mei Zhan (Anthropology), University of 
California, Irvine). 

 
2006 Department of Anthropology Intel Fund Research Grant. 
 
2005 Ruth Benedict Prize (for The Gay Archipelago (B1)), Society of Lesbian and Gay 

Anthropologists. 
 
2004 Academic Senate Council on Research, Computing, and Library Resources 

(University of California, Irvine) Single Investigator Innovation Grant. 
 
2004 Center for Asian Studies (University of California, Irvine) Assistant Professor 

Research Support Grant. 
 
2003 Faculty Fellow, Humanities Research Institute, University of California, as member 

of the “Queer Locations: Race, Space, and Sexuality” Research Group (from 
January-June 2004). 

 
2002 Ford Foundation (Jakarta) research grant: “Modifying Body, Self, and Society: 

Towards a Social History of Waria (Indonesian male-to-female transvestites).” Tom 
Boellstorff and Dédé Oetomo, Principal Investigators. 

 
2001 Australian National University Southeast Asian Studies Postdoctoral Fellowship.  
 
1998 Stanford/MacArthur Center for International Security and Cooperation Dissertation 

Fellowship. 
 
1997  Social Science Research Council International Field Research Fellowship. 
 
1997  National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant. 
 
1997 Stanford University Anthropology Department Mellon Bridge Grant. 
 
1995 Morrison Institute for Population and Resource Studies Graduate Grant. 
 
1995 Stanford University Anthropology Department Mellon Summer Grant. 
 
1991 Stanford Haas Center for Public Service Undergraduate Fellowship. 
 
1989  Stanford Golden Grant (undergraduate research award). 
 

Funded Grants on Behalf of Indonesian and U.S. Health Organizations 
2008 Gaya Celebes (Indonesia) Lesbian Organizing Grant (Global Fund for Women) 

($15,000) 
 
2007 Gaya Celebes (Indonesia) Operating Grant (Ford Foundation) ($30,000) 
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2003 Gaya Celebes (Indonesia) Operating Grant (Global Fund for Women) ($13,000) 
 
2000 Gaya Celebes (Indonesia) Lesbian Organizing Grant (Astraea Society) ($5,000)  
 
2000 Gaya Celebes (Indonesia) Drop-in STD/HIV clinic (Australian Agency for 

International Development (AusAID)) ($10,000) (co-author) 
 
2000 Gaya Celebes (Indonesia) Continuance Grant (Kimeta Foundation) ($5,000) 
 
1998 Gaya Nusantara (Ind.) Research Grant (UC-San Francisco) ($3,000) (co-author) 
 
1997 Institute for Community Health Outreach Funding Grant (California State Office of 

AIDS) ($1,350,000) (co-author) 
 
1997 Women and Families Community Health Project Funding Grant (City of San 

Francisco Office of AIDS) ($325,000) (co-author) 
 
1996 California Prostitutes Education Project Continuance Grant (Centers for Disease 

Control) ($230,000) (co-author) 
 
1993  Gaya Celebes (Indonesia) Funding Grant (Australian Agency for Intl. Development) 

($25,000) (co-author) 
 

Papers, Workshops, and Trainings Presented  
2009 “Virtual Worlds Workshop.” Workshop presenter and faculty leader, California 

Science and Technology Studies (STS) Workshop on Translation and Innovation. 
Marin Headlands Institute, California, 26–28 June. 

 
2009 “Studying Virtual Worlds.” Invited presentation, State of Play VI conference, New 

York Law School, New York City, New York, 20 June. 
 
2009 Faculty Leader, Graduate Student Symposium, State of Play VI conference, New 

York Law School, New York City, New York, 18 June. 
 
2009 “A Discussion about the Film ‘Tales of the Waria’.” Interview (Mila Ponder, host) 

with www.trans-ponder.com (a website about transgender culture and politics), 20 
May.  

 
2009 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion (Jay Ackroyd, host) for the 

“Virtually Speaking” author series (held in Second Life), 30 April. 
 
2009 “Cultures of Virtual Worlds.” Associated Students of the University of California, 

Irvine Professor Luncheon, 29 April. 
 
2009 “Histories of Marriage.” Video interview (Andy Cobb, interviewer) for the Second 

City program “A People’s History Of The World,” 29 April. 
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2009 “How to Get Published.” Workshop and panel moderator, First UCLA Indonesian 
Studies Graduate Student Conference, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 
University of California, Los Angeles, 18 April. 

 
2009 “Ethnography in Virtual Worlds.” Invited seminar, Center for Cultural Analysis, 

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey, 15 April. 
 
2009 “Culture in a Virtual World.” Guest lecture, University Studies 12C (Peter Krapp, 

Instructor), University of California, Irvine, 9 April. 
 
2009 “Nuri’s Testimony: HIV/AIDS in Indonesia and Bare Knowledge. The 2009 Steiglitz 

Lecture, Wooster College, Wooster, Ohio, 7 April. 
 
2009 Film interview by Steven Dhoedt for the documentary “Inside the Metaverse” 

(supported by the Belgian National Film Fund), University of California, Irvine, 17 
March. 

 
2009 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion (Lorraine Stanton, host) for the 

North Carolina State University conference “Teaching and Learning with 
Technology” (held in Second Life), 17 March. 

 
2009 Book discussion of “Coming of Age in Second Life” and “The Gay Archipelago” (Kate 

Sullivan, host) for three joint classes in the Department of Anthropology, California 
State University, Los Angeles, 16 March. 

 
2009 Guest lecture, Anthropology 180AW (Leo Chavez, Instructor), University of 

California, Irvine, 11 March. 
 
2009 “Av-Culturation.” Presentation with Celia Pearce for Metanomics (in Second Life), 2 

March. 
 
2009 “Culture in a Virtual World.” Presentation for the Social Sciences Dinner Club, 

University of California, Irvine, 19 February. 
 
2009 Guest lecture, Anthropology 289D (Kristin Peterson, Instructor), 17 February. 
 
2009 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion (Robin Balliger, host) for the San 

Francisco Art Institute class “Media and Cultural Geography” (held in Second Life), 
13 February. 

 
2009 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Interview by John Morehead for “Morehead’s 

Musings,” <http://johnwmorehead.blogspot.com/>, 14 January. 
 
2009 “Identity and Method in Virtual Worlds.” Invited seminar at the Annenberg School 

for Communication, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California, 12 
January. 
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2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion (Bob Vernon, host) at Virtual 
Ability Island (Second Life), 10 December. 

 
2008 “Holiday Books Discussion.” Book discussion with Metanomics.com (Benjamin 

Duranske, host) at Metanomics Island (Second Life), 8 December. 
 
2008 “Cultures of Virtual Worlds.” Invited presentation at the conference “Living Game 

Worlds IV,” Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia, 2 December. 
 
2008 “OHDA.” Paper presented at the panel “Figures of Indonesian Modernity,” 107th 

Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, 
California, 19 November. 

 
2008 “Queer Normativity and New Orders of Same-Sex Marriage.” Invited presentation at 

the conference “State of the Union,” Center for Women’s Studies, UCLA, Los 
Angeles, California, 24 October. 

 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion with Radio Riel (Gabrielle Riel, 

host) at Caledon Island (Second Life), 15 October. 
 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Presentation for the UCLA course IS/SocGen 180: 

Social and Historical Study of Information, Software, and Networks, Los Angeles, 
California. Christopher Kelty, instructor, 15 October. 

 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Radio interview (Christoph Weiss, host) for FM4 

(Austrian Broadcasting Corporation), 7 October. 
 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Radio interview (David Inge, host) for WILL 580 

Radio (Urbana-Champaign, Illinois), 2 October. 
 
2008 “Freedom and Independence in Virtual Worlds: A Conversation with Tom Bukowski 

[Tom Boellstorff].” Alexandrian Free Library (Second Life organization), Anteater 
Island (Second Life), 21 September. 

 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion with Stockholm University, Digital 

Anthropology course (Paula Uimonen, instructor) at Ethnographia (Second Life), 10 
October. 

 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion with Stockholm University, Digital 

Anthropology course (Paula Uimonen, instructor) at Ethnographia (Second Life), 10 
October. 

 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion with the Alliance Virtual Library at 

Info Island (Second Life), 9 September. 
 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book discussion with the Steelhead Public Library 

(Second Life organization) at Anteater Island (Second Life), 24 August. 
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2008 Guest lecture, Anthropology 30A (Allison Fish, Instructor), 21 August. 
 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Book release party with Princeton University Press. 

at Cetus Gallery Art District (Second Life), 18 June. 
 
2008 “Hamlet and Tom Between the Covers.” Extropia Island (Second Life), 9 June. 
 
2008 “Religion in Second Life.” Futures of Religion/Religions of the Future conference, 

Extropia Island (Second Life), 4 June. 
 
2008 “Cultures of Virtual Worlds.” Presentation at the Digital Coast Roundtable, Beall 

Center for Art and Technology, University of California, Irvine, 2 June. 
 
2008 “Creationist Capitalism.” Presentation at the conference 

“TechnoTravels/TeleMobility: HASTAC in Motion,” University of California, Irvine, 
23 May. 

 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Presentation at Extropia Island (Second Life), 15 

May. 
 
2008 Invited participant, “The Workaround as Social Relation” workshop, sponsored by 

the Department of Anthropology, University of California, Irvine, and the Peoples 
and Practices Research Group, Intel Corporation. Held at the Humanities Research 
Institute, University of California, Irvine, 28 April. 

 
2008 “Beyond Brothels and Boardrooms: Five Virtual World Domains that (Almost) No 

One is Talking About.” With Brooke Foucault. Presentation at the “Cultures of 
Virtual Worlds” Conference, University of California, Irvine, 25–26 April. 

 
2008 “Coming of Age in Second Life.” Presentation at the Intel/Anthropology Research 

Workshop, University of California, Irvine, 19 April. 
 
2008 Invited participant, “Workshop on Emerging Norms, Law, and Ethics in Virtual 

Worlds,” Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University, Tempe, 
Arizona, 10 March.  

 
2008 “Nuri’s Testimony: HIV/AIDS in Indonesia and the Epidemic of Knowledge.” Invited 

colloquium presented at the Southeast Asia: Text, Rituals, and Performance program, 
University of California, Riverside. Riverside, CA, 7 March. 

 
2008 “Zines and Zones of Desire: Rethinking Interdisciplinarity and the Queer Subject.” 

Presentation at the Queer Graduate Caucus, University of California, Irvine, 19 
February. 

 
2008 “Cultures of Second Life.” Presentation at Orange Island (in the virtual world Second 

Life), 14 February. 
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2008 “Transgender Experience from Indonesia to Second Life.” Presentation at the 
Nonprofit Commons (in the virtual world Second Life), 7 February. 

 
2008 “Epidemic Cultures in Asia” (with Mei Zhan). Presentation at the Center for Global 

Peace and Conflict Studies, University of California, Irvine, 29 January. 
 
2007 “Futures of Public Anthropology.” Paper presented at the invited panel “What is 

Public Anthropology?” Haverford College, Haverford, Pennsylvania, 14 December. 
 
2007 “Virtual.” Paper presented at the panel “Keywords: Anthropology for the 21st 

Century,” 106th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
Washington, DC, 30 November. 

 
2007 “Cinema, Sexuality, and Censorship in Southeast Asia.” Invited presentation at the 

Asia File and Media Studies Workshop, University of California, Irvine, 8 November. 
 
2007 “Cultures of Virtual worlds.” Presentation at “University by the Sea” event, City of 

Long Beach, California, 28 October. 
 
2007 “The Ethnography of Virtual Worlds.” Invited paper presented at the conference 

“Serious Play: The Practices of Everyday Life in Video Games and Virtual Worlds,” 
HumaniTech, University of California, Irvine, 16 October. 

 
2007 “The Ethnography of Virtual Worlds.” Paper presented at the Society for the Social 

Studies of Science conference, Montreal, Canada, 11 October. 
 
2007 “Faces of Faith in Second Life.” Panel discussion held in the virtual world Second 

Life, hosted by the University of California, Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism, 
29 July. 

 
2007 “E-learning in Higher Education.” Invited workshop, University of California 

Humanities Research Institute, Irvine, California, 11 May. 
 
2007 “Toward an Anthropology of AIDS in Indonesia.” School of Public Health, 

Hasanuddin University, Makassar, Indonesia, 15 March. 
 
2007 “Yayasan Gaya Celebes: Sekarang dan Masa Depan” [The Gaya Celebes Foundation: 

Now and in the Future]. Presentation at the Yayasan Gaya Celebes Strategic Retreat, 
Makassar, Indonesia, 23 February. 

 
2007 “Gay, Lesbian, and Transgender Indonesians.” Presentation to the Café Bibliophile 

student group, Makassar, Indonesia, 22 February. 
 
2007 “Virtually Human: An Overview.” Workshop presentation at the Digital Cultures 

research group, Annenberg School of Communication, University of Southern 
California. Los Angeles, California, 19 January. 

 



 15  

2006 “Religion in Second Life.” Interview by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
World News Service (Naomi Wellings, Producer), 16 November. 

 
2006  “Virtually Human: Place and Selfhood in Second Life.” Paper presented at the panel 

“Anthropology at the Crossroads of Digital Society” (Thomas Malaby and Tom 
Boellstorff, co-organizers), 105th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, San Jose, California, 16 November. 

 
2006  Discussant for the panel “Time, Space, Ethnography,” 105th Annual Meeting of the 

American Anthropological Association, San Jose, California, 16 November. 
 
2006 “Virtually Human: Place and Selfhood in Second Life.” Paper presented at the 

workshop on Internet Mediated Sociality, Australian National University, 3–5 
November (I presented from the United States within the virtual world Second Life). 

 
2006 Invited participant, Los Angeles Games Symposium, Annenberg School for 

Communication, University of Southern California. Los Angeles, California, 21 
October. 

 
2006 Discussant, “The Look of Law,” Fall 2006 Critical Legalities Symposium, The Center 

in Law, Society, and Culture, University of California, Irvine, 19 October. 
 
2006 Discussant, “A Multi-Disciplinary Approach to Computer Games: Understanding the 

State of the Art in Academic Computer Game Research,” California Institute for 
Telecommunications and Information Technology, University of California, Irvine, 17 
October. 

 
2006 “Ethnography as a Method.” Television interview for Sociology 315, “Sociology of 

Work,” Vivian Price, Instructor. California State University, Dominguez Hills. 
Dominguez Hills, California, 3 October. 

 
2006 “Homo Cyber: the Ethnography of Virtual Worlds.” Paper presented at the 

Informatics Seminar, Department of Informatics, University of California, Irvine, 26 
May. 

 
2006 “Homo Cyber: the Ethnography of Virtual Worlds.” Paper presented at the Semiotics 

Group, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago. Chicago, Illinois, 19 
May. 

 
2006 “Homo Cyber: the Ethnography of Virtual Worlds.” Paper presented at the 

Ethnographic Fictions conference, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 28 April. 
 
2006 “Homo Cyber: the Ethnography of Virtual Worlds.” Paper presented at MASSIVE: 

The Future of Networked Multiplayer Games, California Institute for 
Telecommunications and Information Technology, University of California, Irvine, 20 
April. 

 



 16  

2006 “Homo Cyber: the Ethnography of Virtual Worlds.” Paper presented at the Culture, 
Power, and Social Change research interest group, Department of Anthropology, 
University of California, Los Angeles. Los Angeles, California, 13 April. 

 
2006 Invited discussant at “The Anthropology of Global Productions,” the Second Annual 

Graduate Conference at the Department of Cultural and Social Anthropology, 
Stanford University. Stanford, California, 7 April. 

 
2006 “Comparatively Queer in Southeast Asia.” Paper presented at the Southeast Asia 

Studies Group, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, 22 March. 
 
2006 “Queering Disciplines in Time.” Paper presented at the Larry Kramer Institute, Yale 

University, New Haven, Connecticut, 21 March. 
 
2006 Workshop facilitator, CalIT2 Second Annual Graduate Student Forum on the Social 

and Cultural Aspects of Science and Technology, University of California, Irvine, 10 
March. 

 
2006 “Prefigurations: Queer Futures of Anthropology, Anthropological Futures of Queer 

Studies.” Ninth Annual Lecture Series of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Studies Program, University of California, Los Angeles. Los Angeles, 
California, 6 February. 

 
2005 Author event for The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia at A Different 

Light Bookstore, West Hollywood, California, 12 December. 
 
2005 Author event for The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia at Lambda 

Rising Bookstore, Washington, DC, 1 December. 
 
2005 “Comparatively Queer: Homosexuality and Transgenderism in Southeast Asia.” 

Paper presented at the conference Class-ifying Asian Values: Culture, Morality, and 
the Politics of Being Middle Class in Asia, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, 4–6 November. 

 
2005 “Lag in Second Life: Time, Cybercultures of Production, and Game Studies.” Paper 

presented at the conference Lively Capital 2: Techno-Corporate Critique and 
Ethnographic Method, University of California, Irvine, 23 October.  

 
2005 “Lag in Second Life: Time, Cybercultures of Production, and Game Studies.” Paper 

presented at the Society for the Social Studies of Science conference, Pasadena, 
California, 21 October.  

 
2005 “Spatial Scale and Sexual Subjectivities.” Invited paper presented at the conference 

Sexual Citizens or Transnational Queer Subjects? Sexuality Studies and the 
Emergency of Empire, Programs in the Study of Sexualities and Women’s Studies, 
Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, 1 October.  

 



 17  

2005 “Comparatively Queer: Homosexuality and Transgenderism in Southeast Asia.” 
Paper presented at the 4th International Symposium of Journal Antropologi 
Indonesia, Depok, Indonesia, 12–15 July. 

 
2005 “Love and Choice: Homosexuality and the National Personality.” Paper presented at 

the 4th International Symposium of Journal Antropologi Indonesia, Depok, Indonesia, 
12–15 July. 

 
2005 “Comparatively Queer: Homosexuality and Transgenderism in Southeast Asia.” 

Paper presented at Sexualities, Genders, and Rights in Asia: the 1st International 
Conference of Asian Queer Studies, Bangkok, Thailand, 7–9 July. 

 
2005 “Comparatively Queer: Homosexuality and Transgenderism in Southeast Asia.” 

Paper presented at the Fifth International Association for the Study of Sexuality, 
Society and Culture conference on Sexual Diversity and Human Rights, San 
Francisco State University. San Francisco, California, 22–24 July. 

 
2005 “Homosexuality, Biology, and Culture.” Invited paper presented at the 

Commonwealth Club, San Francisco, California, 8 June. 
 
2005 “Prefigurations: Queer Futures of Anthropology, Anthropological Futures of Queer 

Studies.” Invited paper presented at the Colloquium on Anthropology and Sexuality, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 28 March.  

 
2005 “Natural Disasters: the 2004 Tsunami and Its Contexts in Indonesia.” Invited paper, 

International Studies Forum conference “The Sociocultural and Political Contexts of 
Post Tsunami Reconstruction in Indonesia, India and Sri Lanka,” University of 
California, Irvine, 10 February. 

 
2005 “HIV/AIDS in a Global Context.” Invited workshop, Global Connect@UCI 

conference “The Search for Global Solutions,” School of Social Sciences, University 
of California, Irvine, 4 February. 

 
2004 “Theory is Not a Luxury: Analysis, Activism, and the HIV/AIDS Pandemic.” Invited 

workshop, Make Art/Stop AIDS Conference: Six Conversations on Art and Health in 
a Global Epidemic, UCLA Department of World Arts and Cultures, Los Angeles, 
California, 3 December. 

 
2004 “The 2004 Indonesian Presidential Elections: Democratization and the Future of Elite 

Politics.” Center for Global Peace and Conflict Studies Faculty Experts Series, 
University of California, Irvine, 7 October. 

 
2004 “Mass Media and Gay Identity.” Invited presentation at the National Conference on 

Male Sexual Health, Puncak, Indonesia, 6 September. 
 
2004 “Lesbian Organizing and HIV/AIDS.” Workshop leader, Gaya Celebes Foundation, 

Makassar, Indonesia, 30 August–1 September. 
 



 18  

2004 “Sexuality and Nation.” Invited presentation at the Gaya Nusantara Foundation, 
Surabaya, Indonesia, 22 August. 

 
2004 Participant, Economic Social Research Council (ESRC)/ and Social Science Research 

Council (SSRC) joint workshop, “Money and Migration After Globalization,” St 
Hugh’s College, Oxford, United Kingdom, 23–27 March. 

 
2004 Organizer, “Queer Locations: Race, Space, and Sexuality,” a symposium organized 

by the Queer Locations Collective. Humanities Research Institute, Irvine, California, 
11–12 May. 

 
2003 “Affinities: Sameness and Difference.” Invited workshop presented at the 102nd 

Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, Illinois, 20 
November. 

 
2003 “Dubbing Culture.” Invited workshop presented as part of the “Thinking Sex in 

Transnational Times” series, Simpson Center for the Humanities, University of 
Washington. Seattle, Washington, 16 May. 

   
2003 “Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World.” Invited seminar presented at the Center for the Study of 
Sexual Culture, University of California, Berkeley. Berkeley, California, 5 May. 

 
2003 “Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World.” Invited seminar presented at the Department of 
Anthropology, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 25 April. 

 
2003 “Zines and Zones of Desire.” Paper presented at the session “Media and History-

Making in Indonesia’s Reformasi,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, 
New York, New York, 29 March. 

   
2002 “Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World.” Invited seminar presented at the Department of 
Anthropology, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 13 December. 

 
2002 “Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World.” Invited seminar at the Program in Women’s Studies, 
University of California, Irvine, 4 December. 

 
2002 “Archipelagic Interchanges.” Paper presented at the session “East Indies/West Indies: 

Comparative Archipelagos.” Tom Boellstorff and Kathryn Robinson, co-chairs. 101st 
Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, 23 November. 

 
2002 “Update on Sexuality and HIV Prevention.” Invited workshop presented at Hotline 

Surabaya, Surabaya, Indonesia, 28 July. 
 



 19  

2002 “Modifying Self and Society: Towards a Social History of Waria.” Invited paper 
presented (with Dédé Oetomo) at the Second Research Workshop on Gender and 
Sexuality. Sponsors: Demography and Sociology Program, Research School of Social 
Sciences, Australia National University, and the Ford Foundation. Hotel Atlet 
Century Park, Pintu Satu Senayan Street, Jakarta, Indonesia, 16 July. 

 
2002 “Dubbing Culture: Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and Ethnography in an 

Already Globalized World.” Invited workshop presented at the Department of 
Anthropology, University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill. Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, 25 April. 

 
2002 “Dubbing Culture: Gay Subjectivity and ‘Globalization’ in Postcolonial Indonesia.” 

Invited seminar presented at the Department of Cultural Anthropology, Duke 
University, Durham, North Carolina, 20 March. 

 
2002 “From Texas to Tomboi: Globalization, Gender, and National Belonging in 

Postcolonial Indonesia.” Invited seminar presented at Trinity College, Hartford, 
Connecticut, 27 February.  

 
2001 “The Emergence of Political Homophobia in Indonesia.” Paper presented at the 

session “Bodies of Emotion, Emotionless Bodies: Rethinking the Anthropological 
Canon in Southeast Asia.” Tom Boellstorff and Johan Lindquist, co-chairs. 100th 
Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C., 30 
November. 

 
2001 “From Texas to Tomboi: Globalization, Gender, and National Belonging in 

Postcolonial Indonesia.” Invited seminar presented at the Gender Relations Centre, 
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, Australian National University, 
Canberra, Australia, 21 November. 

 
2001 “Setting the Scenes: Concepts of Gender, Sexuality, and Class.” Invited paper 

presented at the First Research Workshop on Gender and Sexuality. Sponsors: 
Demography and Sociology Program, Research School of Social Sciences, Australia 
National University, and the Ford Foundation. Hotel Atlet Century Park, Pintu Satu 
Senayan Street, Jakarta, Indonesia, 14 November. 

 
2001 “Dubbing Culture.” Invited seminar presented at the Department of Anthropology, 

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia, 18 October. 
 
2001 “HIV, Sexuality, and Gender in the Pacific and Asia: Observations from the Sixth 

International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific.” Chief Rapporteur’s Plenary 
presented at the Sixth International Conference on AIDS in the Asia and Pacific, 
Melbourne, Australia, October 10, 2001. 

 
2001 “Waria: National Transvestites.” Paper presented at the Third Conference of the 

International Association for the Study of Sex, Culture, and Society, Melbourne, 
Australia, 2 October. 

 



 20  

2001 “Reflections on Lesbian Indonesia.” Paper presented at the Third Conference of the 
International Association for the Study of Sex, Culture, and Society, Melbourne, 
Australia, 2 October. 

 
2001 “Gay and Lesbian Identities and National Belonging.” Invited paper presented at the 

Indonesia Update Conference: Gender, Equity and Development in Indonesia's 
Reform Period, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, Australian National 
University, Canberra, Australia, 22 September. 

 
2001 “Dubbing Culture.” Invited seminar presented at the Department of Anthropology, 

Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, 5 September. 
 
2001 “Ethnolocality.” Invited seminar presented at the Faculty of Asian Studies Forum, 

Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, 4 September. 
 
2001 “Dubbing Culture: Mass Media and the Translocation of Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities 

in Indonesia.” Invited seminar presented at the Gender, Sexuality, and Culture 
Seminar Series, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, 19 July. 

   
2001 “Dubbing Culture: Mass Media and the Translocation of Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities 

in Indonesia.” Invited colloquium presented at the Department of Anthropology, 
Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, Missouri, 27 March. 

 
2001 “The Gay Archipelago: Globalization and the Postcolonial Order of Things.” Invited 

colloquium presented at the Department of Anthropology, the New University 
(formerly the New School for Social Research), New York, New York, 1 March. 

 
2001 “A Civil Archipelago? Indonesia and NGOs in the Era of Reform.” Invited colloquium 

presented at the International Studies Program, University of California at Irvine, 27 
February. 

 
2001 “The Gay Archipelago: Globalization and the Postcolonial Order of Things.” Invited 

colloquium presented at the Department of Anthropology, the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 21 February. 

 
2001 “Lesbi in the Gay Archipelago: A Postcolonial Order of Things.” Invited colloquium 

presented at the Gender and Women’s Studies Program at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. Chicago, Illinois, 31 January. 

 
2001 “Archipelagic Selves for a Global Indonesia: Along the ‘Perfect Path.’” Invited 

colloquium presented at the Committee on Human Development, the University of 
Chicago. Chicago, Illinois, 23 January. 

 
2000 “A New Archipelago Concept For The Era Reformasi?” Paper presented at the 

conference “The Beginning of the 21st Century: Endorsing Regional Autonomy, 
Understanding Local Cultures, Strengthening National Integration.” Hasanuddin 
University, Makassar, Indonesia, 2 August. 

 



 21  

2000 “Linguistic Ideology, Globalization, and Gay/Lesbi Subjectivities in Indonesia.” 
Invited colloquium presented at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, University of 
California—Los Angeles. Los Angeles, California, 24 May. 

 
2000 “Dubbing Culture: Mass Media and Gay Subjectivity in Indonesia.” Paper presented 

at the Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, San Diego, California, 10 
March.  

 
2000 “‘It’s Authentic, of Course!’: Linguistic Ideology, Globalization, and Gay/Lesbi 

Subjectivities in Indonesia.” Invited colloquium presented at Pitzer College, 
Claremont, California, 25 January. 

 
1999 “Dubbing Culture: Consuming Gay Identity in Indonesia.” Paper presented at the 

98th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, Illinois, 
19 November. 

 
1999 “The Perfect Path: Gay Men, Marriage, Indonesia.” Paper presented at QGRAD: A 

Conference on Sexuality and Gender. University of California—Los Angeles. Los 
Angeles, California, 22 October. 

 
1999 “Islam, the Middle Class, and Gay Identity in Indonesia.” Paper presented at the 

Western Humanities Alliance 18th Annual Conference, University of California—San 
Diego. San Diego, California, 15 October. 

 
1999 “Sexuality and Postcoloniality in Indonesia.” Invited paper presented at the Kahin 

Center for Research on Southeast Asia, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 9 
September. 

 
1999 “The Perfect Path: Postcoloniality and Sexual Identity in Southeast Asia.” Paper 

presented at the International Association for the Study of Sexuality, Society and 
Culture conference on Sexual Diversity and Human Rights, University of 
Manchester. Manchester, United Kingdom, 23 July.  

 
1999 “Postcoloniality and Sexual Identity in Indonesia.” Invited colloquium presented at 

the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, University of California—Los Angeles. Los 
Angeles, California, 1 June. 

   
1999 “A Geography of the ‘Gay World’ in Indonesia: Conjunctions of Capital, State, and 

Method.” Paper presented at the Society for Cultural Anthropology Conference, San 
Francisco, California, 22 May. 

 
1999 “The Gay Archipelago: Translocal Identity in Indonesia.” Invited colloquium 

presented at the Department of Anthropology, the University of Chicago. Chicago, 
Illinois, 26 April. 

 
1999 “Globalization, Sovereignty, Human Rights, and Sexual Identity in Post-Cold War 

Indonesia.” Invited colloquium presented at the Center for International Security and 
Cooperation, Stanford University. Stanford, California, 8 April. 



 22  

 
1999 “The Gay Archipelago: Translocal Lesbian and Gay Identity in Indonesia.” Invited 

colloquium presented at the Department of Anthropology, Barnard College, New 
York, New York, 19 February. 

 
1998 “Homosexuality without Heterosexuality: Translocal Identity in Gay and Lesbian 

Indonesia.” Paper presented at the 97th Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 4 December. 

 
1998 “Conducting Ethnographic Research in Gay and Lesbian Indonesia: Translocality, 

Oppression, and Activism.” Invited presentation at conference for recipients of Social 
Science Research Council-American Council of Learned Societies fellowships, 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 4 October. 

 
1998 “The Gay Archipelago: Translocal Sexual Identities in Indonesia.” Paper presented at 

the conference “Queer Globalization/Local Homosexualities: Citizenship, Sexuality, 
and the Afterlife of Colonialism,” CUNY—Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies, New 
York, New York, 24 April. 

 
1997 “Coming Out in Indonesia.” Invited paper presented at the Third Indonesian National 

Gay and Lesbian Congress, Denpasar, Bali, 22 November. 
 
1997 “HIV Prevention in Russia.” Five-day training presented in conjunction with AIDS 

Infoshare Russia and Doctors Without Borders, Moscow, Russia, 8–12 June. 
 
1997 “Queering the Canon.” Paper presented at the 119th Annual Meeting of the American 

Ethnological Society, Seattle, Washington, 7 March. 
 
1996 “Community Health Outreach: Development, Sustainability, and Practical HIV 

Prevention Towards the 21st Century.” Invited skills-building workshop presented at 
the XI International Conference on AIDS, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 9 
July. 

   
1996 “The Public Archipelago: Translocality and Late Capitalism in the Asia Pacific.” 

Paper presented at “Nation States, Transnational Publics and Civil Society in the 
Asia Pacific,” University of California—Berkeley. Berkeley, California, 29 June. 

 
1996 “The Gay Archipelago: National and Transnational Identities in Indonesia.” Paper 

presented at the 118th Annual Meeting of the American Ethnological Society, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, 19 April. 

 
1996 “To Open Oneself in a Gay World: Geographies of the Self and the HIV/AIDS 

Epidemic in Indonesia.” Paper presented at the conference “Managing Desire: HIV 
Prevention Strategies for the 21st Century,” University of California—Berkeley. 
Berkeley, California, 9 April. 

 



 23  

1996 “The Urban Archipelago: Locating Gay/Lesbian Identity in Indonesia.” Paper 
presented at the 13th Annual Berkeley Conference on Southeast Asian Studies, 
University of California—Berkeley. Berkeley, California, 25 February. 

 
1996 “Collective Memory, Tradition, and the Gay/Lesbian Movement in Indonesia.” Paper 

presented at the conference “Past Abuses: Memory, Nostalgia, Oblivion,” Stanford 
University. Stanford, California, 23 February. 
 

Reviews and Press Coverage 
2009 This Is Not Your Mother’s Samoa (review of B3). Author: Christopher M. Kelty. 

Current Anthropology 50(3):403–404. 
 
2009 Virtually Speaking (article about B3). Author: Shellie Nazarenus. Interface 4(2):16–

18. 
 
2009 Review of B2. Author: Clare Counihan. Interventions 10(3):407–409. 
 
2009 Review of B2. Author: Deb Amory. American Ethnologist 36(1):184–85. 
 
2009 Coming of Age in Second Life: A Review Essay (review of B3). Author: Paul 

Manning. http://www.dangerserviceagency.org/blog/?p=22. 
 
2008 On “Coming of Age in Second Life” (review of B3). Author: Dinah Winnick. 

Anthropology News 49(7):21. 
 
2008 Tom Boellstorff: Ein Anthropologe Untersuchte den Virtuellen Mensche (review of 

B3). Author: Gaffer Strom. http://www.virtual-world.info/, October 30. 
 
2008 Virtual Worlds Provide Real Interaction (review of B3). Author: Peter Crabb. 

http://www.centredaily.com/living/story/853654.html. 
 
2008 Virtual Similarities (review of B3). Author: David Robson. Nature 455:32-33. 
 
2008 Review of B3. Author: Rob Harle. Metapsychology Online Reviews 12:35. 

http://metapsychology.mentalhelp.net/poc/view_doc.php?type=book&id=4435&cn=39
6 

 
2008 Review of B3. Author: Steven Poole. The Guardian. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/aug/23/computingandthenet.society1 
 
2008 Review of B2. Author: Tracy Wright Webster. Anthropological Forum 18(2):203–

205. 
 
2008 “To the Best of Our Knowledge” Interview, Wisconsin Public Radio. Interviewer: 

Mike Ewing. http://www.wpr.org/book/080720b.html. 
 



 24  

2008 Psychjourney Interview. Interviewer: Deborah Harper. 
http://psychjourney_blogs.typepad.com/psychjourney_podcasts/2008/07/page/2/. 

 
2008 Technica Q&A, Powell’s Books. http://www.powells.com/tqa/tomboellstorff.html. 
 
2008 Review of B3. Author: Priya Shetty. New Scientist 2660:49. 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg19826606.100-review-coming-of-age-in-
second-life-by-tom-boellstorff.html. 

 
2008 Review of B3. Author: Michelle Press. Scientific American 298(6):110. 

http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=reviews-jun-08. 
 
2008 Queer Isles (review of B1). Author: Ara Wilson. GLQ 14(4):659-63.  
 
2008 Ethnography’s Queer Timing (review of B2). Author: Scott Morgensen. GLQ 

14(4):663-66.  
 
2007 Review of B1. Author: Elisabeth Lund Engebretsen. Journal of the Royal 

Anthropological Institute 13:228-29. 
 
2007 Review of EB1. Author: Robert Sember. Journal of Gender Studies 15(1):99-100. 
 
2006 Review of B1. Author: Keith Foulcher. Indonesia 82:127–30. 
 
2006 Review of B1. Author: Philip Kitley. Intersections: Gender, History, and Culture in 

the Asian Context 14. 
 
2006 Review of B1. Author: Geoffrey C. Gunn. Journal of Contemporary Asia 36(3):406-

408. 
 
2006 Review of B1. Author: Abraham D. Lavender. American Anthropologist 108(4):888-

89. 
 
2006 Gay Nationalism (review of B1). Author: Baden Offord. Inside Indonesia 86. 

http://insideindonesia.org/content/view/97/29/. 
 
2006 Viva Indonesia (review of B1). Author: Matthew Kennedy. Harvard Gay and Lesbian 

Review July/Aug 2006:38-39. 
 
2004 Review of EB1. Author: K. Aaron Smith. Sexuality, Research, and Social Policy 

1(3):82-85. 
 
2004 Review of EB1. Author: A. Cymene Howe. Journal of Anthropological Research 

60:592-93. 
 

Teaching Experience (not counting independent study courses) 
2009 “Approaches to Globalization” (Anthropology 248A). UC Irvine: Graduate seminar. 



 25  

 
2009 “Culture, Power, Cyberspace” (Anthropology 128C). UC Irvine: Undergraduate 

lecture course. 
 
2009 “HIV/AIDS in a Global Context” (Anthropology 134GW). UC Irvine: 

Undergraduate seminar. 
 
2009 “Cultures of Virtual Worlds” (University Studies 3). UC Irvine: Freshman seminar. 

Taught twice (Winter 2009 and Spring 2009). 
 
2008 “Approaches to Globalization” (Anthropology 248A). UC Irvine: Graduate seminar. 
 
2007 “The History of Anthropological Theory: Society, Culture and Disciplinarity” 

(Anthropology 202A). UC Irvine: Graduate proseminar. 
 
2006 “The History of Anthropological Theory: Society, Culture and Disciplinarity” 

(Anthropology 202A). UC Irvine: Graduate proseminar. 
 
2005 “The History of Anthropological Theory: Society, Culture and Disciplinarity” 

(Anthropology 202A). UC Irvine: Graduate proseminar. 
 
2005 “Language and Culture” (Anthropology 2D). UC Irvine: Undergraduate lecture 

course. 
 
2005 “Further Studies in Language and Culture.” UC Irvine: Freshman seminar. 
 
2005 “Cybersociality” (Anthropology 289A). UC Irvine: Graduate seminar. 
 
2005 “HIV/AIDS in a Global Context” (Anthropology 139). UC Irvine: Undergraduate 

seminar. 
 
2004 “The History of Anthropological Theory: Society, Culture and Disciplinarity” 

(Anthropology 202A). UC Irvine: Graduate proseminar. 
 
2003 “The History of Anthropological Theory: Society, Culture and Disciplinarity” 

(Anthropology 202A). UC Irvine: Graduate proseminar. 
 
2003 “Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology” (Anthropology 2A). UC Irvine: 

Undergraduate lecture course. 
 
2003 “Classical Ethnography: Society and Power” (Anthropology 202B). UC Irvine: 

Graduate proseminar. 
 
2002 “Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology” (Anthropology 2A). UC Irvine: 

Undergraduate lecture course. 
 
2002 “HIV/AIDS in a Global Context” (Cultural Anthropology 180.02). Duke University: 

Undergraduate seminar. 
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2002 “Gender, Sexuality, and Culture” (Cultural Anthropology 113). Duke University: 

Undergraduate seminar. 
 
2001 “Introduction to Contemporary Southeast Asia” (Anthropology 169). UC Irvine: 

Undergraduate lecture course. 
 
2001 “Nationalism and Ethnicity” (Anthropology 293). UC Irvine: Undergraduate lecture 

course. 
 
2000 “Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology” (Anthropology 2A). UC Irvine: 

Undergraduate lecture course. 
 
2000 “Introduction to the Contemporary Cultures of Southeast Asia” 

(Anthropology/Southeast Asian Studies 137). University of California, Los Angeles: 
Upper-division undergraduate lecture course. 

 
2000 “Sexuality and Culture in Southeast Asia” (Anthropology/Southeast Asian Studies 

197L). University of California, Los Angeles: Upper-division undergraduate lecture 
course. 

 
1999 “Sexuality and Culture” (Anthropology/Feminist Studies 166C). Stanford University: 

upper-division undergraduate lecture course. 
 
1998 “Sexuality and Culture” (Anthropology/Feminist Studies 166C). Stanford University: 

upper-division undergraduate seminar. 
 
1995 Teaching Assistant, “Medical Anthropology” (Anthropology 168), Stanford 

University. 
 
1996 Teaching Assistant, “Modern India” (Anthropology 120), Stanford University. 
 
1996 Teaching Assistant, “Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology” (Anthropology 1), 

Stanford University. 
 
1992–97 “AIDS: Virology, Immunology, and Community Health Outreach.” Training module 

presented over 20 times at the Institute for Community Health Outreach, San 
Francisco, and throughout California.  

 
1992 Instructor, Linguistics 5A (Linguistics. and Social Science Writing), UC Berkeley. 

 

Professional Service 
2008 Co-Organizer, “Cultures of Virtual Worlds” conference (with Maria Bezaitis, Intel 

Corporation). University of California, Irvine, 25–26 April. 
 
2007– Member, Advisory Board, the GAYa Celebes Foundation (Indonesia). 
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2007–  Member, Board of Directors, the GAYa Nusantara Foundation (Indonesia). 
 
2007 Member, Payne Prize Committee, Society for Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists, 

American Anthropological Association. 
 
2006 Chair, Payne Prize Committee, Society for Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists, 

American Anthropological Association. 
 
2004–6 Review Board Member, Social Science Research Council, International Dissertation 

Research Fellowship. 
 
2002–3 Co-Chair, Society for Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists, American Anthropological 

Association. 
 
2002–3 Member, Board of Directors, the Institute for Community Health Outreach (an HIV 

prevention education nonprofit organization based in San Francisco). 
 
2001 Invited Consultant, Research Workshop on Gender and Sexuality. Sponsors: 

Demography and Sociology Program, Research School of Social Sciences, Australia 
National University, and the Ford Foundation. Hotel Atlet Century Park, Pintu Satu 
Senayan Street, Jakarta, Indonesia, 14 November. 

 
2001 Chief Rapporteur for the Gender and Sexuality Theme Track, Sixth International 

Conference on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific, Melbourne, Australia, October 5-10. 
 
2000 Consultant to AIDS prevention programs in Indonesia (Gaya Celebes (Sulawesi)). 
 
1996–99  Member and Secretary of the Executive Committee, Board of Directors, Mobilization 

Against AIDS (based in San Francisco). 
 
1999 Member of Ruth Benedict Prize Committee, Society for Lesbian and Gay 

Anthropologists, American Anthropological Association. 
 
1998 Consultant to AIDS prevention programs in Indonesia (Gaya Nusantara (Java), Citra 

Usada (Bali), and Gaya Celebes (Sulawesi)). 
 
1995 Consultant to AIDS prevention programs in Indonesia (Mitra Indonesia, Kusuma 

Buana, Abdi Asih, and Gaya Nusantara (Java), Citra Usada (Bali), and Gaya 
Celebes). 

 
1993 Consultant to AIDS prevention programs in Indonesia (Gaya Nusantara (Java), Citra 

Usada (Bali), and Gaya Celebes (Sulawesi)). 
 
1992 Consultant to AIDS prevention programs in Malaysia (Pink Triangle) and Indonesia 

(Gaya Nusantara (Java) and Citra Usada (Bali)). 
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University Service (selections) 
2006–present Program Faculty, Arts, Computation, and Engineering (ACE) Program. 
 
2006–present Participating Faculty, Center for Ethnography. 
 
2005–present Core Faulty, Theory and Culture Ph.D. program. 
 
2004–present Faculty Member, Center for Asian Studies. 
 
2004– present Affiliated Faculty, Interdisciplinary Center for the Scientific Study of Ethics and 

Morality. 
 
2002–present  Member, Faculty Advisory Board, Global Connect@UCI program. 
 

Professional Associations 
American Anthropological Association 
Association for Asian Studies 
Society for Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists 
Society for Cultural Anthropology  
Northern California Association of Community Health Outreach Workers 
Community Health Outreach Worker certification, California State Office of AIDS  
 

Non-Academic Employment 
1993-94 Regional Coordinator, Institute for Community Health Outreach, San Francisco 
 
1993 Consultant, Lexicon Corporation, Sausalito, California 
 

Languages 
Indonesian: fluent reading, speaking, and writing ability. 
German and Russian: basic speaking, reading, and writing ability. 


