
Samar Al-Bulushi (Ph.D., Yale)
surveillance, policing, and militarized urbanisms; islam, 
africa, and racialized geopolitics of war on terror; elites, 
diplomacy, and transnational governance

Victoria Bernal (Ph.D., Northwestern)
gender, war, cyberspace, islam, transnationalism, africa

Tom Boellstorff (Ph.D., Stanford)
digital culture, disability, globalization, HIV/AIDS, indonesia, 
language, mass media, nationalism, postcoloniality, queer 
studies, southeast asia, video games, virtual worlds

Leo Chavez (Ph.D., Stanford)
migration, media, discourse analysis, visual semiotics, medicine

Kim Fortun (Ph.D., Rice University)
environmental problems and science, science and 
technology, environmental health, disaster, india

Michael Fortun (Ph.D., Harvard)
anthropology of science, air pollution science, data science, 
genetics, history of science, united states, iceland

David T. Goldberg (Ph.D., City University of New York)
race and racism, social and political theory, social-legal 
studies/law and society, south africa

Sherine Hamdy (Ph.D., New York University)
medical anthropology, science, technology and society, 
bioethics, comics, islam, egypt, middle east

Anneeth Hundle (Ph.D., University of Michigan)
global south asian/sikh diasporas, sikh studies

Angela Jenks (Ph.D., UC Berkeley, UCSF)
medical anthropology, race and ethnicity, urban 
ethnography, u.s.

Eleana Kim (Ph.D., New York University)
kinship, transnationalism, environment, korea

Lilith Mahmud (Ph.D., Harvard)
critical studies on europe, gender, race, citizenship, 
migration, transparency, conspiracy

George Marcus (Ph.D., Harvard)
elites, ethnography and cultural critique, pacific

Bill Maurer (Ph.D., Stanford)
money and finance, law and culture, caribbean

Keith M. Murphy (Ph.D., UCLA)
linguistics, design, aesthetics and morality, sweden

Sylvia Nam (Ph.D., UC Berkeley)
urban studies, property, transnational expertise, 
southeast asia

Valerie Olson (Ph.D., Rice)
environmental systems, science and technology, u.s., 
extreme environments

Kristin Peterson (Ph.D., Rice)
science and tech, feminism, pharmaceuticals, west africa

Justin Richland (Ph.D., UCLA)
legal discourse analysis and semiotics; anthropology 
of law; contemporary native american law, politics, art 
and ethnographic museology

Damien Sojoyner (Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin)
prisons, public education, urban anthropology, race, african 
diaspora theory, public policy and law, gender, united states 

Ian Straughn (Ph.D., University of Chicago)
archaeology, cultural heritage, middle east and islamic stud-
ies, space and landscape, material culture

Roxanne Varzi (Ph.D., Columbia)
iran, war, islam, visual anthropology, film, art/popular culture in 
iran, social cultural anthropology, religious studies, visual culture 

Mei Zhan (Ph.D., Stanford)
medical anthropology, science and technology studies, theory 
and methodology, chinese medicine, globalization, china 
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anthropology graduate program



Considering a graduate degree in 
anthropology? 

Consider UCI. 

UCI’s Department of Anthropology is 
known for its collegiality, creative teach-
ing and research, and leading role de-
veloping new methods, theory and ap-
plications of anthropological knowledge. 

Faculty and graduate students are known 
for their research in economic anthro-
pology, the anthropology of law, migra-
tion studies, urban and environmen-
tal studies, science and technology 
studies, security studies, and data studies. 

A top 10-ranked program with research strengths 
in theory & methodology

During his fieldwork on gamers who are using 
servers to preserve, memorialize, and restore 
virtual worlds, UCI anthropology grad student 
Evan Conaway observes members of a World 
of Warcraft guild reminisce together with com-
memorative server hardware.

uci anthropology

Foundation for Anthropological Research, 
Social Science Research Council, Fulbright 
Foundation, and Ford Foundation. This 
past year, UCI anthropologists brought in 
$1 million in external grant funding.
 
UCI anthropologists publish widely, reach-
ing anthropological, interdisciplinary and 
public audiences - through journal articles, 
books, films, digital exhibits, sound installa-
tions and other media. UCI anthropologists 
also have diverse career paths - in academ-
ia, business and the public sector.   

A quick sampling of recent placements: 

• Cal State Long Beach
• Rice University
• Smith College
• Swiss Academy of Sciences 
• Tufts University 
• UNESCO
• UC Riverside 
• University of Notre Dame 
• University of Pittsburgh 
• University of Wisconsin 
• Wellesley College

UCI’s campus community is notably di-
verse, and is known for supporting first 
generation students. 

In 2015 and 2017, the New York Times 
ranked UCI the #1 university doing the 
most for the American dream. Money mag-
azine ranked UCI #1 on its 2019-20 list of 
the nation’s “Best Colleges,” and U.S. News 
& World Report ranked UCI the #9 public 
university in the U.S.

UCI’s campus is beautiful, rotating around 
Aldrich Park, a 19-acre botanical garden. 
The campus is also less than 10 miles from 
the Pacific Ocean and beaches. 

UCI anthropology is vibrant in many ways! 
Please contact us if you have questions 
about our application process. 

Kim Fortun, Department Chair 
kfortun@uci.edu | 949.824.0376

Damien Sojoyner, Graduate Admissions Director 
dsojoyne@uci.edu | 949.824.3230

Tom Boellstorff, Graduate Program Director
tboellst@uci.edu | 949.824.7602

Jennifer Gerson, Graduate Advisor
jennifer.gerson@uci.edu  | 949.824.4074

01#
department for experimental ethnography 

01
university committed 
to economic diversity 
and upward mobility
-New York Times College Access Index

01
“coolest school” in the U.S.
for sustainability efforts
-Sierra Club Magazine

01
best beach college 
-Money Magazine

anthro@uci.edu   |   949.824.3230   

www.anthropology.uci.edu

UCI anthropology graduate students move 
through a carefully designed series of cours-
es that focus in the first year on the field’s 
history and theory then in the second year 
on ethnographic methods and research de-
sign. Graduate students also take a wide ar-
ray of elective courses, both in and outside 
the department. Many pursue concentra-
tions in critical theory, feminist studies, or 
medicine, science and technology studies.  

UCI anthropology offers admitted stu-
dents 6-7 years of guaranteed funding. 
Faculty and students also have a very 
strong record earning competitive research 
funding from agencies like the National 
Science Foundation, the Wenner-Gren 

application 
deadline: dec 2

apply online:
apply.grad.uci.edu/apply




